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9/20 God’s Will

9/27  Sex

10/4 My Disappointment with God
10/11 My Salvation



Why does God allow suffering in the world?



Why does God allow suffering in the world?
Why did God do instead of ?



Why does God allow suffering in the world?
Why did God do instead of ?
Didn’t God promise He'd ? But He didn’t.




Why does God allow suffering in the world?
Why did God do instead of ?

Didn’t God promise He'd ? But He didn't.
Where is God'’s justice? Is He really in control?




Why does God allow suffering in the world?
Why did God do instead of ?
Didn’t God promise He'd ? But He didn't.
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Why does God allow suffering in the world?

Why did God do instead of ?

Didn’t God promise He'd ? But He didn't.

Where is God’s justice? Is He really in control?
Why does God seem so distant?

Why do God’s people do such hurtful things?




Why does God allow suffering in the world?
Why did God do instead of ?
Didn’t God promise He'd ? But He didn't.
Where is God’s justice? Is He really in control?
Why does God seem so distant?
Why do God’s people do such hurtful things?
Can God really be trusted?
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13 The LORD is close to the brokenhearted
and saves those who are crushed in spirit.

Psalm 34:18 (NIV)
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! After Jesus had finished instructing his twelve
disciples, he went on from there to teach and
preach in the towns of Galilee.

> When John, who was in prison, heard about the
deeds of the Messiah, he sent his disciples 3 to
ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or
should we expect someone else?”

Matthew 11:1-3 (NIV)
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4 Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what
you hear and see: °> The blind receive sight, the
lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed,
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good
news is proclaimed to the poor. ° Blessed is
anyone who does not stumble on account of

’)

me.

Matthew 11:4-6 (NIV)



7 As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to
speak to the crowd about John: “What did you go
out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by
the wind? 2 If not, what did you go out to see? A
man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear
fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. ® Then what did
you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and
more than a prophet.

Matthew 11:7-9 (NIV)



10 This is the one about whom it is written:

{(i{

| will send my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way before you.’

1 Truly | tell you, among those born of women
there has not risen anyone greater than John the
Baptist;

Matthew 11:10-11a (NIV)
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! Why, LORD, do you stand far off? Why do you
hide yourself in times of trouble? (Psalm 10:1)

!How long, LORD? Will you forget me forever?
(Psalm 13:1a)

7 “Why have you forgotten me? Why must | go
about mourning . .. ? (Psalm 42:9)



7 “Will the Lord reject forever? . .. ® Has his
unfailing love vanished forever? (Psalm 77:7-8a)

18 You have taken from me friend and neighbor—
darkness is my closest friend. (Psalm 88:18)
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God never promised us the life we imagined.
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God never promised us the life we imagined.
God sees what we cannot see.
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God never promised us the life we imagined.
God sees what we cannot see.
God can use what we cannot understand.
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3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the
God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our
troubles, so that we can comfort those in any
trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive
from God.

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 (NIV)
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Don’t Hide =2 bring it to God



Don’t Hide = bring it to God

Don’t Disappear =2 bring it to people



Don’t Hide = bring it to God

Don’t Disappear =2 bring it to people

Don’t Give Up =2 stay with God
(even when you don’t understand God)
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